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Background: the connection

Clerking for the 
Judge as entering a 

fabulous family

The Century 
Freeway—with 

disclaimers that do 
not diminish the 

inspiration

What does sewage 
have to do with it?

The height of 
compassion: the 
Felicia Grunfeder

story

Caring about 
justice, not just at 

work
Impact on a 
generation



Clerking for the 
man
 Entering a family, really

 Being a clerk for life

 Being challenged to be the best 
you can be

 Being in service to a greater 
good for life

 Being mentored and called on 
to be a mentor

 Inspired for life to be a better 
person



Century Freeway 
case
 A view from the sidelines

 Clerking but not lead

 Fellow at the Center for Law in the Public Interest

 Observation as Angeleno and member of the “family”

 Observations

 Involved clear sense of the equities involved

 Clear sense of the enormity of the task

 Created an architecture and framework that engaged people in 
that task.  Understood as few do that it is the people that make the 
difference.

 Massive mobilization of human energy in community, former 
combatant public interest law firm, housing and transportation 
communities

 Enormous commitment of time, over time.  In for the long haul.

 Judge as coach, umpire, cheerleader.



Hyperion

 Not “open” when I clerked
 Background
 The case reopens mid 80s
 Classic Pregerson convening, 

engaging, challenging, 
cheerleading, and umpiring.

 Massive impact on biggest 
environmental turnaround in US in 
the 80s

 Changed LA environmental politics 
forever

 Made current hail Mary possible to 
envision



Felicia Grunfeder

A story of head and heart

How it started

What the Judge did

What the Judge saw

How it embodied “justice” in ways that 
exemplifies the spirit of the man



“…the only 
problem 

with Harry is 
that he 

thinks his job 
is to do 

justice…”

 Homeless
 Immigration cases
 “Over-doing it” prosecutors
 Potholes and stormdrains



Impact on a 
generation or more
 Cases themselves—e.g., the Century Freeway 

legacy lives on
 Participants changed forever
 Truth to Power: Mayors, city council people, 

VA, Supervisors, you name it
 Clerks, litigants, plaintiffs, defendants, 

homeless vets



Thank you!
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