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Robert M. McDowell is a partner at Cooley LLP and is co-leader of it global communications 
practice group, where he advises telecommunications, media and technology clients on their 
most significant regulatory, legal and business matters. As a former commissioner of the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Commissioner McDowell has been at the forefront 
of the most complex and groundbreaking issues facing telecommunications. He was first 
appointed to the FCC by President George W. Bush in 2006 and again by President Obama in 
2009. He was unanimously confirmed both times by the U.S. Senate. The Commissioner also 
served on the U.S. delegation to the 2012 World Conference on International 
Telecommunications. The Commissioner is often called upon for speaking engagements and 
frequently appears on TV and radio. He has written opinion pieces for many high-profile 
publications, including the Wall Street Journal and Washington Post. He is also on the Boards of 
Directors for The Potomac School and Shared Spectrum Company and the Board of Visitors for 
Duke University’s Sanford School of Public Policy, as well as serving as a Senior Fellow for the 
Hudson Institute.  

 


