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A.

Seminars, Experiential Courses, and Other Non-Doctrinal Courses

The final grade in all seminars, Legal Analysis, Writing, and Skills | and I, clinics,
externships, practicums, skills courses, courses satisfying the writing requirement,
Independent Study, credit/no credit courses, and any course specifically approved by the
faculty to be graded on a different basis, will be determined based on the criteria
included in the course syllabus posted as of the first class day. Any change to the criteria
after that date must be approved by a Vice Dean.

All Other Courses

In all other courses, subject to the paragraphs below, examinations will determine final
grades. The grading methodology used for the final course grade must be delineated in
the course syllabus by the first day of class. Any change to the criteria after that date
must be approved by a Vice Dean. If a faculty member requests, a Vice Dean may waive
the provisions below.

1. Final examination length

An examination’s minimum length will equal the number of units allotted to the
course; however, faculty may elect to give a three-hour exam for a four-unit
course. Any faculty member can increase a two-hour examination to three hours



and a three-hour exam to four hours, but no examination will exceed four hours.

Final examination questions

The final examination will include an essay-type question or questions that will
require a minimum of 40 minutes to analyze and develop an appropriate answer.
Multiple-choice questions may comprise up to 50% of the final examination.

Faculty may use a variety of formative assessments beyond essay and multiple-
choice (e.g., shorter essays focused solely on analysis or multiple-choice with
short answer explanation), if the assessment fits with the course learning
objectives.

In first-year doctrinal courses in residential or hybrid programs (including
those that are part of a part-time program and scheduled in the second year),
Southwestern encourages faculty to use a variety of pre-final examination
assessment methods, subject to the faculty member basing at least 75% of the
final grade on the final examination, which must include an in-class essay
examination. Each graded formative assessment or type of formative assessment
(e.g., all quizzes) may not count for more than 15% of the final grade.

For all doctrinal Distance Education Courses that are primarily asynchronous,
the faculty member must include a proctored final examination that accounts for
at least 50% of the final course grade. The final examination must include an
essay examination. See Distance Education Policy for Programs Other Than the
Online J.D. Program for the definition of Distance Education Courses. In addition
to the final examination, at least 25% of the final course grade must be derived
from learning activities and assessments occurring throughout the course that
promote engagement and reinforce learning. Learning activities and assessments
may include discussions, reflection papers, video-based assignments, interactive
tutorials, quizzes, group projects, collaborative exercises, and other academic
activities or formative/summative assessments aligned with course objectives.
Learning activities must be included in every module, whereas assessments are
not required for every module but should be regularly distributed throughout the
course to support student learning.

In all upper-division required and elective courses, Southwestern encourages
faculty to use a variety of pre-final examination assessment methods, subject to
the faculty member allocating at least 50% of the final grade on the final
examination, which must include a proctored essay examination.

Other criteria

Nothing precludes any faculty member from requiring the satisfactory
completion of additional ungraded assignments during a semester. Failure to
satisfactorily complete any such assignments will result in the student receiving a
grade of F in the course.



C. Policy Revisions

Southwestern reserves the right to change or modify any aspect of this policy at any
time, with or without prior notice.



	Criteria for Final Course Grade Policy
	A. Seminars, Experiential Courses, and Other Non-Doctrinal Courses 
	B. All Other Courses 
	1. Final examination length
	2. Final examination questions 
	3. Other criteria 

	C. Policy Revisions 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Criteria for Final Course Grade Policy 6.3.25 for posting-Remediated.pdf









		Report created by: 

		syam



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

